
 

East Greenbush Fire Company 

Annual Meeting, December 16, 2008 

 

 The annual meeting was called to order at 7:20pm by President Pete Lavin. A pledge of 

the flag, a moment of silence for our departed members, and roll call were all completed. Tom 

Gullo makes a motion to accept the meeting minutes from last month, Dave Chesnut seconds 

the motion, and the minutes are accepted. Pete Lehmann makes a motion to accept the 

minutes from the Chief’s Elections. Chris Linck seconds the motion and the minutes are 

accepted by the membership.  

REPORT OF THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY 

 Financial Secretary Nancy Baker reports that 54 checks were written last month, and 13 

of them were for over $500.00. Tom Gullo makes a motion to accept the report, Jenna Gifford 

seconds the motion, and the report is accepted by the membership.  

REPORT OF THE TREASURER 

 Treasurer Paul Benson reports the total income last month is $17,504.65. The total 

expenses for the month of November were $36, 469.00. The net income for the month of 

November is $18,964.35. Kathy Miller makes a motion to accept the report, Nelson Williams 

seconds the motion, and the report is accepted.  

MONTHLY VISA BILL REPORT 

 President Lavin reports the previous balance of $2,012.64 was paid in full and received 

in a timely manner by the credit card company. The new balance is $647.66. Chuck Hellmuth 



makes a motion to accept the report, Tom Chesser seconds the motion, and the report is 

accepted.  

REPORT OF THE OFFICERS 

 District Chief Clark Roehr Jr. reports that the generator at the Main Station is out of 

service. R.P. Smith elaborates and states the electronic governor is broke and this causes the 

engine  to continues with high rpm’s. The parts are on order (expedited order). The Chief 

reports that there were 29 calls for the month of November, 314 calls for the year. Chief Roehr 

advises that there is an EMT class starting in January along with a refresher course. Chiefs 

Roehr and Di Martino handed out certificates to the members that recently completed the 

Principles of Building Construction. The Chiefs also handed out the certificates to the members 

that completed the recent Firefighter 2 class. In 2009 there will be new SOG’s handed out 

relating to Chiefs requirements, chief vehicle usage, and driver certification. The Chief reminds 

the members to stop parking in front of the bay doors! Chief Roehr commends the Pub Ed 

committee for their great work this past fall. Capt. Bob Lehmann submitted a detailed report at 

the recent Commissioners meeting that provided information such as the amount of man hours 

used, supplies used, and information handed out to the general work. The Chief is looking to 

have a work detail Wednesday evening at 7pm for the crews to go through the trucks to 

determine what may be missing, or what may be needed.  

 Chief Roehr also commended the membership for their exceptional work during the past 

few days during the ice storm. The Chief informs the members that he has been receiving calls 

continuously relating to the great work the members have done. The Chief gave an estimate on 

the amount of calls we ran based on his preliminary numbers with the EG Communications 

printouts. Thursday night 2 calls, Friday 85 calls, Saturday 11 calls, Sunday 9 calls, and 6 calls 

on Monday. Approximately 115 calls were answered by this department during the ice storm.  

 Car 2- E. Di’Martino congratulated Nick Ramerez even though he hasn’t received his 

certificate yet from the state. He should be receiving it soon. Eddy also thanked and 

commended the members for their exceptional work. The community was very appreciative of 

our efforts. Truck 11 is still waiting on one part, we are hoping to have this completed by the 

end of the year. Eddy also thanked the members for driving the trucks to and from KME 

throughout the year.  



 Car 3- Kevin Hitchcock has heard nothing but great things about our members during 

the ice storm.  

 Car 4- Chris Dick advises the members not to use the saw on Engine 9 for cutting trees. 

The saw on Engine 9 is used for other firematic activity such as cutting walls, etc. Assistant 

Chief Dick commended Tim Tordoff for his CPR reversal at a recent accident they approached 

while traveling on Route 4 heading out for a truck committee meeting. Tim Tordoff and a 

passerby whom was a nurse conducted CPR on the female at the accident scene, and when 

Bruen arrived she had a pulse and was breathing. Great job Timmy!  

 Captains- Captain M. Benson Jr. thanked the members for their assistance with 

removing the two trees off of the back part of his roof at his residence on Pinewood Avenue.  

 Past Chiefs- Past Chief Lehmann informed the members that he was on Engine 7 for a 

good part of the day on Friday during the ice storm, and he was very impressed with the great 

jobs all of our Chiefs did during the ice storm.  

 President- The President read his annual report to the membership. P. Lavin is looking 

forward to another great year. He advises that things in this company can’t get completed 

successfully without the members doing a fantastic job. “Many hands make light work.” The 

President looks forward to another great year in 2009.  

 Fire Police Report- Captain J.J Lacivita reports that there are currently 7 members 

assigned to the Fire Police squad. They will be working closely with our mutual aid departments 

in the future and focusing on the Port of Rensselaer response and incident functionality. The 

Fire Police squad has been outfitted with new hats. Captain Lacivita reminds the members that 

completed the Fire Police class to sign the book at town hall and also in Schodack. This is 

needed to obtain state Peace Officer status.  

 Membership Secretary- Nancy Fitzgerald read a list of members that are delinquent on 

their dues. She also read a list for the social members that need to pay. If you think you are in 

question see Nancy or send her an email.  

 

 



BUILDING USE REPORT 

 President Lavin reports the total revenue for the month of November is $7,039.00. The 

total expenses are $2,424.75. The total profit for November is $4,614.25. The total revenue 

year to date is $60,542.51. The total revenue year to date for the banquet hall bar is $7,269.25. 

Rick Williams makes a motion to accept the report, Mike Memole seconds the motion, and the 

report is accepted by the membership.  

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEES 

 Pizza Night- Dennis Kennedy thanked all the members for their help with the Pizza Night 

despite the weather activity. Dennis Kennedy reports the total expenses were $1,690.08. The 

total income is $2,631.75. The total profit for the event is $941.67. Adam Daniels makes a 

motion to accept the report, Frank Jenkins seconds the motion, and the report is accepted.  

 Installation Dinner- VP Jeff Tooker reports the 2009 Installation Dinner is January 17, 

2009, cocktail hour is at 6pm, and dinner at 7pm. The cost per ticket is $25.00. This is a full 

open bar event.  

 Annual Fund Drive- $9,600.00 in so far. The business appeal will be in full swing starting 

in the beginning of next year.  

PROPOSALS FOR MEMBERSHIP 

 Matthew Urban currently residing in Troy is gainfully employed at HANYS on Empire 

Drive in the town. He has paid his full dues and he is looking to move into the town. He is a 

past member of Defreestville and Mountainview Fire. He has completed such classes as 

Firefighter 1, Firefighter 2, and Firefighter Survival. Craig McCabe makes a motion to the new 

candidate as an active firefighter. Tim Boel seconds the motion, and Matthew Urban is the 

newest member of the EGFD.  

PROBATIONARY MEMBERSHIP 

 Paul Zerpoli is up for his 6 month probationary review. He currently serves at the North 

Station, and he resides on Yorkshire Drive. Chris Dick comments on Paul’s behalf, stating that 

Paul is a very active firefighter. He attends the majority of the drills and he responds to several 

calls. He is eager to learn. Chris Dick makes a motion to remove the probationary status from 



Paul and make him a full fledged firefighter. Clark Roehr seconds the motion. The motion is 

carried. The Chief also asks for some of the younger officers to take Paul “under their wings.” 

Life Member’s Report- Ed McCabe was the only life membership that achieved that status this 

year. Ed McCabe joined on 2/17/1981. He is the newly elected Fire Commissioner.  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 The President reminds the members to check the remainder of the 2008 events 

calendar, and some events for 2009 have already been posted. The kids Christmas party is 

December 20th in the afternoon and the adults party is later on in the evening. Santa will be 

attending both parties.  

 President Lavin reports the key fob system is in full use at this time. President Lavin 

reports the other rooms to be fobbed are company storage, executive officers, business 

manager, and other half of the President’s office. The cost is $6,000.00. Tom Kennedy makes a 

motion to accept, Tom Chesser seconds the motion, and the motion is carried. The 

Commissioners have also approved their half as well at their last meeting.  

 President Lavin learned there was a leak in the roof in a couple of different places. 

There are 8 holes total. The roof is under warranty until 2012. Pete has been in constant 

contact with the roofing company warranty department. The roofer that came to make the 

repair is from Pinnacle Roofing and he states that the roof is in poor condition. Mike Benson Sr. 

mentions to the President to set money aside in the new budget for attorney fees in regards to 

this roof.  

 George Forgea advises the members to submit their check to him. There are 16 rooms 

left out of 40. The money will be forwarded to the hotel next week.  

 President Lavin informs the members that a new laptop has been purchased and is 

currently being used by Recording Secretary M. Benson Jr.  

 President Lavin informs the members he received a quote from George LaPlante. This 

quote is in regards to the pump problem back a few months ago here at the Park Station. The 

quote is $2,473.83. The money has been received from the insurance company. Nelson 

Williams makes motion to accept, Tim Boel seconds, and the motion is carried.  



NEW BUSINESS 

 George Forgea speaks on behalf of the Fire Commissioners for a great job the members 

and the Chiefs did during the ice storm. Nothing but great compliments. Chief Roehr mentions 

that Walter S. Pratt & Sons has done a lot for us during this past storm, and during the past 

few years. Chief Roehr is looking to see if we can send them 4 tickets to our installation dinner. 

The motion is then rescinded to 6 tickets. Dave Cook seconds the motion. Chuck Hellmuth 

inquires about a plaque for them. Mike Forgea seconds the motion. The Chief advises that the 

plaque will be presented to them at our installation dinner. Thank you letters should also be 

sent to Tully’s, the Sports Grill, and Zachary’s Pastry Shop.  

GOOD OF THE ORDER 

 Tim Boel proposes that we give the Greenbush Reformed Church $1,100.00 for snow 

removal. Dennis Kennedy seconds the motion and the motion is carried.  

 Convention Delegates- Hudson Valley Parade in Lake Geoge> Chuck Hellmuth is the 

delegate and Tim Boel is the alternate. Hudson Mohawk Parade in Halfmoon is Ron Mercx. 

Nancy Fitzgerald is the FASNY Convention delegate.  

 Chris Linck thanks Kathy Miller for cooking a ham and forwarding it to the members 

during the ice storm.  

 Dennis Kennedy makes a motion we forward the proceeds from Pizza Night to Eric 

Schmidt whom recently had a kidney transplant. Pete Lehmann seconds the motion.  

 Tim Tordoff informs the members that the new Toyne truck has been ordered. Arrival 

date is late August or early September 2009. The Toyne tracking number is 9323. The progress 

can be tracked through their website. The 9323 is to be entered in to the Toyne ID along with 

our zip code. This website is also linked on our company website.  

 Marty Miller commends Pete Lavin for jumping in Lake George to raise money for the 

Special Olympics.  

 Mike Memole inquires about the new TV. Tim Boel advises that he spoke with Target 

and if they can’t get us a new tv, we will be compensated the $300.00.  



 Ed McCabe thanks the members for their support with his new Commissioner position.   

 Glen Cook graduated Firefighter 1 on Saturday during the ice storm. Chief Roehr and 

Past Chief D. A. Cook attended the graduation.  

 The lack of heat in the radio room and in the workout room is still being determined by 

Polsinello Fuels.  

COMPANY ELECTIONS 

 After brief discussion it was determined that Dan Speed’s seat for Board of Director is 

not up for election, it is Mike Benson Sr.’s. Mike Benson Sr. declines the position due to his 

promotion at his full time job. Tim Boel and R.P. Smith are the Board of Directors. Chris Linck 

and Elwin Michael make a motion for the Secretary to cast one ballot as there are no contested 

races for Executive Office. The Executive Officers for 2009 are: Pete Lavin-President, Jeff 

Tooker-Vice President, Mike Benson Jr.-Recording Secretary, Nancy Baker- Financial Secretary, 

Paul Benson- Treasurer, and Tracy Britt- Sergeant at Arms as Craig McCabe declined the 

position wishing to remove his name from the post.  

 Captains- Jeff Tooker requests to remove his name from the Captain ballot. With his 

name removed there are now 6 members running for 5 positions. The Captains for 2009 are 

Mike Benson Jr, Bob Lehmann, David A Cook, Tom Chesser, and Craig McCabe.  

 Lieutenants- The President advises the members that Craig McCabe’s name is to be 

scratched from the ballot. There are now 5 members for 5 positions. This is an uncontested 

race. Chuck Hellmuth makes a motion to cast one ballot, Clark Roehr seconds the motion. The 

motion is carried. The Lieutenants for 2009 are Greg Forgea, Jeff Tooker, Bruce Cushine, Don 

Gifford, and Ed Wallace.  

 Foreman- The President advises the members to remove Craig McCabe’s name from the 

list. This is an uncontested race. The Foreman for 2009 are R.P. Smith, Bill Sigsby, Chris 

Cargain, Ed McCabe, and Bill Harrison.  

 Fire Police- There is no contested election. Captain Joe Lacivita, Lieutenants Bob Falls 

Sr. and Bob Falls Jr. Kathy Schmidt makes motion to accept, and Andy Karras seconds the 

motion. The motion is carried.  



 Food next month is Engine 9.  

 Bob Lehmann is the 50/50 winner of $63.00.   

 Pete Lehmann makes a motion to adjourn. Elwin Michael seconds the motion, and the 

meeting is adjourned at 9:06pm.  

 

        Respectfully Submitted, 

        Michael J. Benson Jr.  

        Recording Secretary/Captain 

  

 

 

 


